
by Shelley de Graaf



Published 2015 by the Ministry of Education,

PO Box 1666, Wellington 6140, New Zealand.

www.education.govt.nz

First published 2012 for the Ministry of Education

by Learning Media Limited, Wellington, New Zealand.

Text copyright © Shelley de Graaf 2012

Photographs on pages: 

3 (inset) copyright © Olga Mikhalkina/Shutterstock

4 (top) copyright © elendesign/Shutterstock

5 (top) copyright © efirm/Shutterstock, (bottom) copyright © Oleksandr/Shutterstock 

6 (inset) copyright © ER_09/Shutterstock, (pumpkin) copyright © Megann/Shutterstock

All other photographs by Adrian Heke copyright © Crown 2012

Series Editor: Kate Boyle

Designer: Liz Tui Morris

All rights reserved.

Enquiries should be made to the publisher.

Publishing services: Lift  Education E Tū

ISBN 978 0 478 16231 8 (print)

ISBN 978 1 77690 403 7 (online)

Replacement copies may be ordered from Ministry of Education Customer Services,

online at www.thechair.co.nz 

by email: orders@thechair.minedu.govt.nz

or freephone 0800 660 662

Please quote item number 16231.

The teacher support material (TSM) and audio for Ready to Read texts

can be found online at www.readytoread.tki.org.nz

by Shelley de Graaf

Ministry of Education



2

My grandad has a big garden.  
He grows vegetables.
He saves the seeds 
from some of his plants
so he can grow more vegetables.

At the beginning of spring, 
Grandad got the soil ready 
by digging in compost.

Compost is a mix of rotted food scraps and leaves. 
Gardeners like to dig compost into the soil 
because it is full of good things that help plants to grow.
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Then I helped Grandad 
to plant some of the pumpkin seeds 
he had saved.  

Ten days later, tiny green shoots 
came up from the soil. 
Grandad and I watered the plants often.
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All through spring and summer, 
the pumpkin plants grew bigger. 
They spread out all over the garden. 
Then yellow flowers appeared.
Lots of bees flew in and out
of the pumpkin flowers.
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When bees crawl inside the pumpkin flowers, 
they get covered with yellow powder called pollen. 
They carry this pollen into other pumpkin flowers.  
This needs to happen before pumpkins will grow.
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Small green bumps started to grow 
at the bottom of the flowers. 
As the bumps grew, 
the flowers dried up.
The bumps grew bigger and bigger. 
They started to look like pumpkins.  
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In autumn, the pumpkins were ready to pick.  
I chose the biggest pumpkin.  
Grandad put the other pumpkins away 
to use over the winter.
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Grandad cut up my pumpkin
to make some pumpkin soup.
In the middle of the pumpkin were lots of seeds
for Grandad to plant when spring comes.

Next autumn, we will have lots more pumpkins,
and we can make more pumpkin soup!



The teacher support material (TSM) and audio 
for Ready to Read texts can be found online at 
www.readytoread.tki.org.nz

To go directly to audio and TSM for this book, 
scan the QR code or use the short URL.

Growing Pumpkins 

bit.ly/2Cs0zMj
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